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suspension of driving privileges
Courts have consistently held that the opportunity to drive an automobile in the State of Ohio is a privilege granted by the State rather than an absolute right.  The State gets to decide who gets to operate a motor vehicle and under what circumstances or conditions.  Of course, what the State giveth, the State can taketh away.  Driving privileges can also be suspended or revoked by the State of Ohio.

Driving privileges, ie., a valid driver’s license, can be conditioned upon one’s age, health, mental well-being, accumulation of points and convictions for motor vehicle, as well as, certain criminal laws.  Driver’s license suspensions can be issued for reasons unrelated to driving.  For instance, the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or a Court can suspend one’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle for medical reasons, failure to pay child support, drug convictions, dropping out of high school, underage possession or purchase of tobacco, and use of an altered driver’s license or someone else’s driver’s license to purchase alcohol by a minor.  Of course, various traffic offenses may result in the suspension of driver’s licenses, including alcohol related offenses, leaving the scene of an accident, multiple juvenile moving violations, accumulation of 12 points in a two year period, and failure to pay for damages caused in a motor vehicle accident.  Finally, various types of suspensions will issue for failing to maintain adequate automobile liability insurance.

Oftentimes people learn that several suspensions have been issued as a result of the same event.  For instance, the acquisition of 12 points within a two year period results in a 12 point suspension and a FRA suspension that may last for up to five years.  Failure to maintain insurance coverage could result in the activation of a FRA suspension, non-compliance suspension, judgment suspension and security suspension.
There may be rights to contest the imposition of a suspension.  Depending upon the type of suspension, appeals can be filed in Municipal Courts or with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  Also, there are methods for obtaining limited driving privileges during the period of certain suspensions.

Unfortunately, driver’s license privileges do not automatically reinstate upon expiration of the period of suspension.  Rather, various steps, depending on the type of suspension imposed, must be taken with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles in order to reinstate driving privileges.  Among the steps necessary to reinstate driving privileges are the payment of reinstatement fees, showing proof of insurance and retesting.
When faced with a suspension of driving privileges, it may be advisable to consult your attorney for guidance.  Your attorney can assist you in determining what type of suspension has been imposed and whether you may be entitled to relief from the suspension.  You will be able to be guided through the process of obtaining limited driving privileges and assistance with the methods of obtaining a reinstatement of driving privileges.  For more information about suspended driving privileges, please contact Scott R. Mergenthaler, or your CPM attorney.
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